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	Role Profile


	Type of role
	Buying 

	Role
	Beauty & Cleaning Buyer

	Function
	Spark Etail Team

	Location
	Spark Etail, Gateshead

	To Apply
	Email peter.hall@sparketail.com


Spark Etail

Spark Etail is a growing team of ethically minded individuals committed to sourcing and marketing the very best sustainable and eco-friendly products. Spark Etail own and operate ethicalsuperstore.com, naturalcollection.com, frankandfaith.com and spiritofnature.co.uk, and run the web shops for Amnesty International UK and Suma Store.
Role details:

This is an exciting opportunity to join our expanding buying team.  The ideal candidate will be an experienced Buying professional who enjoys working with a diverse supplier base, preferably with experience working with ethical & eco-friendly products. 
The successful candidate will play a key role in introducing and managing product ranges across our expanding beauty & cleaning categories on all Spark Etail websites.

Dimensions:

Type




40 hours per week.
Reporting to



Buying Director
Salary
Salary negotiable

Key outputs:

· Develop and Maintain Ethical Ranges: Create product ranges that appeal to various customer price points and ethical preferences, including eco-friendly, organic, and fair trade criteria.

· Price Setting & Sales Forecasting: Maximise profitability and stock turnover through effective price management, sales forecasting and margin protection. 

· Supplier Negotiations: Negotiate favourable trading terms, including pricing, minimum order quantities (MOQs), and supply chain efficiencies.

· Range Reviews: Conduct regular reviews of ranges to identify opportunities and optimise offerings, quickly responding to market trends and sales data.

· Promotional Planning: Establish a promotional calendar with key suppliers, including buy-in discounts and supported retrospective offers, aligning with the annual marketing plan.

· Collaboration with Marketing Team: Work closely with digital marketing and design team to align product ranges with online campaigns, email marketing, and social media.

· Monitor Competitor Activity: Track competitor and market developments, adjusting product ranges and pricing strategies in response to new product developments (NPD) and online competition.

· Spark Etail Ambassador: Build and maintain strong relationships with established and emerging suppliers at trade shows and throughout the year.

· Catalogue Production: Assist in bi-seasonal catalogue production, selling brand advertiser space to enhance visibility and increase brand sales with Spark Etail.

· Product Setup & Merchandising: Collaborate with the Content/ Buying Admin team to ensure product setup across all websites is accurate and visually appealing.

· Stock Management: Manage stock availability with the stock controller, minimising out-of-stock situations and preventing oversupply, especially during key promotional periods.

Key relationships:
· Digital marketing & design team: for integrating buying strategies with online marketing campaigns (email, social media, blogs etc.).

· Stock controller: to manage inventory levels, ensure timely product availability, and resolve supply issues.
· Finance & Invoice team: to align on current pricelist & trade margins, financial reporting, cost price changes and retrospective sales claims after a promotional period.

Experience & Qualifications:

· Graduate (or equivalent) with proven experience as a buyer or junior buyer in a retailing environment, at least 3 years buying experience.
· Proven track record of creating positive impact on business through buying strategy.
· A quick thinker who makes successful commercial decisions to meet targets. 
· Have a business-like approach, with honesty, tact and diplomacy when negotiating. 

· Excellent planning and organisational skills. 

· Highly computer literate, with excellent communication skills.
· Strong numerical skills with the ability to interpret statistics and make commercial decisions. 

Desirable 

· Experience buying within a consumer web-based or mail-order business
· Experience working in a creative or entrepreneurial work environment
· Interest and knowledge in ethical, organic, and natural beauty & cleaning
